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From April 6 to 11, daily newspaper La Prensa was unable to publish because it ran out of newsprint,
which is controlled by the government. Meanwhile, two pro-government newspapers continued
normal publication. According to a statement last week by Bayardo Bayardo Arce, the newsprint
shortage was caused by the delay of a Soviet ship carrying supplies to Nicaragua. He said that
Barricada was able to continue publishing because it had received donated paper. Every month La
Prensa receives $7,000 worth of ink, replacement parts and other printing supplies from the National
Endowment for Democracy, which is supported by the US government. Such items are not generally
available in Nicaragua. Officials said they expected newsprint to arrive in Corinto on or about April
17. Meanwhile, La Prensa had asked for a loan of newsprint from Costa Rica's conservative leading
newspaper, La Nacion. In February, Barricada loaned La Prensa 60 tons of newsprint, La Prensa
editors said. Last week Barricada editors declined to make another loan, stating that their supplies
were also short, and they were awaiting instructions from top government officials. On the weekend,
La Prensa announced it would resume publishing on April 12. (Basic data from AP, 04/11/88; New
York Times, 04/09/88)
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